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JUSTI CE DEPARTMENT URGES FCC TO TAKE BOLD STEPS
TO PROMOTE LOCAL TELEPHONE COMPETI Tl ON

WASHI NGTQN, D.C. -- The Departnent of Justice filed comments
today with the Federal Communi cations Commi ssion urging the
agency to take bold steps to pronote |ocal tel ephone conpetition
t hroughout the U S. by establishing clear national rules on
i nterconnection and access to | ocal telephone conpany networks
and ensuring that conpetitors will be charged reasonabl e prices
for both.

The Departnent's Antitrust Division filed the coments as
part of the FCC s rul emaki ng process to inplenent provisions of
t he Tel econmuni cati ons Act of 1996 which requires |ocal tel ephone
conpanies to make their facilities and services avail able to new
conpetitors so that those conpetitors can enter nonopoly
t el ephone narkets.

Anne K. Bi ngaman, Assistant Attorney General in charge of
the Departnent's Antitrust Division, said, "Consunmers want to see
the lower prices and better services that |ocal telephone
conpetition can bring. W urge the FCC to act to ensure that
this conmpetition will develop quickly, as they inplenent the new
Tel econmuni cati ons Act.”

The Departnent urged the FCC to:
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® FEstablish clear national rules governing the basic
prerequi sites for successful entry by |local conpetitors.
® Ensure that entrants woul d have access to al
technically feasible points of interconnection with | ocal
t el ephone conpany networks, and all technically feasible elenments
of the networKks.
® Ensure that access to interconnection and network
el ements is available at economically reasonabl e prices.
® Avoid subjecting new entrants to unnecessary regul atory
restrictions.
® Mve quickly, with the states, to devel op new approaches
for ensuring universal service in a conpetitive environnent.
"Conpetition in tel ecommunications in the past decade has

produced enornmous benefits for American consuners,"” said

Bi ngaman. " However, consuners still don't have choi ces when they
buy their local tel ephone service. It's tinme to give thema
choi ce. ™

#HH##

96- 225



